
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2640 May 5, 1999
SO LONG, JOHN

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. First it was Jordan,
then it was Gretzky, now it is Elway.

On Sunday afternoon, the whole
State of Colorado turned on their tele-
vision sets to watch a press conference.
The man whose name has become syn-
onymous with the Denver Broncos,
John Elway, announced his retirement
from football.

The statistics books will show that
John Elway had 16 great seasons as a
Denver Bronco. He had 148 victories
and 47 come-from-behind wins, both
National Football League records. He
passed for over 50,000 yards, rushed for
another 3,000 and played in 234 games,
and through it all he only missed 15 ca-
reer starts. Not the least of his
achievements, he led the Broncos to
five Superbowls and two Superbowl
wins.

What the stat books will not show us
is what John Elway has meant to the
State of Colorado. He gave us joy and
excitement every week. His career be-
came a true profile in courage of perse-
verance and was a testimony to all
that dreams can really come true.

Most importantly, in a time when
Colorado and this Nation is in such
desperate need of role models, John
Elway was that, too.

John, from the State of Colorado and
from a grateful Nation and from this
Bronco fan:

‘‘Thank you.’’

f

REASONS TO CELEBRATE WIC’S
25TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to say a few words today about the
WIC program, a program dedicated to
improving the nutrition and health
care needs of low-income women, in-
fants and children.

WIC is celebrating 25 years of service,
Mr. Speaker. The value of these 25
years is illustrated by a few key facts
expressed in terms of dollars.

Every dollar spent on pregnant
women in WIC produces between $1.92
and $4.21 in Medicaid savings for
newborns and their mothers. Medicaid
costs were reduced on average by
$12,000 to $15,000 per infant for every
low-birth-weight birth prevented be-
cause the mother was involved in the
WIC program during her pregnancy.

There is a lot more, Mr. Speaker, in
terms of dollars saved and common
sense, but there is a more important
savings, a human savings. WIC children
get a better start in life, they do better
in school, and they lead healthier lives.
All this translates into an overall bet-
ter quality of life, and that is the real
reason for celebrating WIC’s 25th anni-
versary.

INFORMATION, PLEASE

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, this week
we will be voting on the supplemental
appropriation to provide funds for the
Kosovo operation. Unfortunately, the
administration has done little to in-
form Members of Congress. It is
strange that people like former Sen-
ator Bob Dole, former Ambassador
Jean Kirkpatrick have been more
vocal, more available to Members of
Congress to explain their position on
the need for U.S. involvement than we
have received from this administra-
tion.

I am yet not convinced of the wisdom
of this operation or what the national
interest is for Americans. I question,
too, whether we need to be paying 90
percent or 85 percent or even 70 percent
of the cost. Remember, in other oper-
ations such as this our allies have in-
deed contributed.

Why have we not sought their con-
tributions? Why have we not had more
information? Why do we not know the
true need for our involvement in
Kosovo?

f

RUSSIA OPPOSES NATO, SUP-
PORTS MILOSEVIC, DUMPS
STEEL ILLEGALLY INTO THE
UNITED STATES AND STILL EX-
PECTS US TO LOAN THEM AN-
OTHER $23 BILLION

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, Uncle
Sam and the International Monetary
Fund have loaned Russia billions and
billions of dollars, and with each loan
Russia promised to repay. Guess what?
Russia says, and I quote, they cannot
repay their loans this year, next year,
not even in 10 years.

How is that to fund the KGB, Con-
gress?

Russia says though, and I quote, Rus-
sia still expects America to loan them
another $23 billion to carry on with
their reforms.

Beam me up here. I say, ‘‘Expect
this.’’

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the facts
that Russia opposes NATO, supports
Milosevic and dumps steel illegally in
the United States of America.

f

WE MUST NOT FUND THIS
SENSELESS BOMBING

(Mr. PAUL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, how many
innocent civilians must die before we
stop bombing Serbia? We rightfully
cherish the lives of our three service-
men and rejoice in their return, but

how many Serbs will never rejoice be-
cause of all the death and destruction
we have rained down upon them by cas-
ually dismissing as necessary mistakes
of war a war that is not real to us yet
only too real to those who are need-
lessly killed.

Serb victims are people, too, who
love their families and hate the war,
yet become the victims of this ill-con-
ceived policy of NATO aggression. It is
a strange argument, indeed, that the
capture of our three soldiers was illegal
and yet our bombing of civilians is not.
Violence, when not in one’s own self-
defense, can never be justified, no mat-
ter how noble the explanation. It only
makes things worse.

The goal of peace and harmony can
never be achieved by bombs and intimi-
dation. That goal can only be achieved
by honest friendship and trade when
permissible and neutrality when armed
conflict prevents it. We must not fund
this senseless bombing.

f

TEACHERS LIKE DAVE SANDERS,
SHANNON WRIGHT AND CHRISTA
MACAULIFFE ARE AMERICAN HE-
ROES

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to salute America’s educators
during Teacher Appreciation Week. It
is essential in these trying times at our
schools that we pay tribute to the pro-
fessionals who give so much to their
work with our communities’ children.

Every day 3 million American teach-
ers go to work. They arrive early in the
morning and often stay late at night.
Their dedication under supremely dif-
ficult circumstances cannot be ade-
quately described, but through all this
hard work they open a world of oppor-
tunity for our children and bring end-
less possibilities to our communities
and to the future of our country. Every
day they work their miracles in the
classrooms. We entrust them with our
most precious resource, our young peo-
ple.

Tragically, Mr. Speaker, some pay
the ultimate sacrifice. Teachers like
Dave Sanders of Littleton, Colorado, or
Shannon Wright of Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, and astronaut Christa MacAuliffe
are American heroes. We salute their
memory and their colleagues this
week.

f

THIS IS TEACHER APPRECIATION
WEEK

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, this is
Teacher Appreciation Week. Almost
every Member of this body can think of
a special teacher who has touched his
life in ways that have never been for-
gotten, can never be repaid and can
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